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Foreword 


It gives me pleasure to write this foreword, 
asi (the current (minister of )'St.\. Joins United 
Reformed Church. 

Over the years there has been much here for 
which to thank God, Who first gathered the early 
Congregationalists to meet in Victoria Hall, and 
then enabled them to build the church in which we 
now worship in London Road. I am sure that with the 
passing years a great many people in the local 
community have been touched by God’s presence and 
His love, shown through the caring fellowship of 
this church. Furthermore, my predecessors have made 
a ‘lasting impact on many lives, being (faithful 
ministers of Word and Sacrament 


Not only should we look back with thanksgiving 
for so many years of faithful witness, but also be 
encouraged to follow the example of our forebears. 
Their endeavour was, by word and deed, to serve the 
Lord Jesus .Christ for the extension of God's 
Kingdom. 

May that be our aim too at St. John’s in this year 
of celebration and for years to come. 


Echuavel W Gyre 


Edward W. Symmons 


Bexhill Museum 
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ST.JOHN’S 
Gy gonn'’s United Reformed Church, originally 
Bexhill Congregational Church, was founded about 
100 years ago, although there is some doubt 
concerning the original date, as will be explained 
later. This book sets out the history of the people 
and the buildings. The story of St. John’s includes 
the history of the adjoining Victoria Hall, as it 
was here that worship on the site first took place. 


A New Seaside Town 

Be in the 1880's was a rapidly growing new 

seaside town. An article in The Daily Telegraph 
of July 24 , 1884 painted a glowing picture of this 
new resort: 
“Four miles from Hastings on the South Coast railway 
DrINGsS EAC Viet Cone. \.cO  Bexbd | dio. Stat Lonny .ande v0 
minutes saunter up the gentle tree crowned eminence 
discloses Bexhill village, a quaint and pretty old 
world place which the hand of modern improvement 
should never be allowed to touch. Bexhill, like 
Jerusalem, is beautiful for situation if it be not 
exactly the joy of the whole earth. Presently, the 
whole vicinity of this pretty village, though let us 
hope not the village itself, will be changed. The 
march of St. Leonards’ like that of the Empire for 
ever westward - and Bexhill has made up its mind to 
move eastward to meet it. Already plans have been 
drawn up, roads dilaid down and houses built 
preliminary to the existence of Bexhill-on-Sea, 
being the youngest of English watering places. 
Shoulda) any.) De ,CUnLOUS) . aSia LO i. CNIS) NeWis. DT ren, 
doubtless the obliging Station Master at Bexhill 
will spread out in his little office a highly 
coloured chart of what Bexhill-on-Sea is to be. 
There mansions, terraces and gardens are set forth 
in tempting array even as were the splendours of 
Eden to Martin Chisselwick and Mark Tapley, but at 
this point the comparison begins and ends. 
Already rapid progress is being made with the long 
sea wall, the future marine parade is marked out, 
Foads are being formed and the ring of. the 
bricklayer’s trowel is being heard amid the rumble of 
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laden trams and the noise of labouring navvies. It 
might be thought that watering places enough exist 
on the South Coast, but evidently the founders of 
Bexhill entertain a different opinion and possess a 
courage of it. Nobody who sees the place and 
estimates its capacity will refuse to wish them 
success.” 


This rapid growth was reflected in the population 
figures 
1885-3700 inhabitants: 1888-6000 inhabitants 


The Beginning 

dae 1886, John Stewart, the principle of University 

School Hastings, moved to Bexhill with his wife 
Elizabeth and lived in Heatherton, a house at the top 
of Bexhill Down. The house, in what is now Heatherton 
Read*4wds' aty one time a" Girls” school; “but “1s now 
converted into flats. John, the son of Congregational 
Minister Rev. Alexander Stewart of Barnet, soon 
realised that this growing town provided little 
opportunity for free church worship. At the time 
there was only the Wesleyan Chapel in Belle Hill and 
John therefore decided to try and provide and an 
alternative venue. 


A New Hall 

pices formed a partnership with James Liddiard and 

Frederick Tuppenney, both of Hastings and 
described in legal documents as an Ironmonger and a 
Gentleman respectively. Together, they purchased a 
plot of land in what was then called Station Road 
Bexhill (Now London Road) on which to erect a new 
hall. Mr Stewart thought that the hall could be used 
for worship and other purposes in the expanding town. 
With foresight they bought sufficient land to allow 
the building of a church at a later date if required. 

From what records are available it seems that 
things moved very quickly indeed. The local paper 
recorded that plans came before the Local Board in 
May 1887. Plans were drawn up by Elworthy & Son, of 
Hastings and tenders sought, to be returned by 16" 
May 1887 

The hall was completed in September 1887 and both 
the hall and the road alongside it were named after 
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Queen Victoria, whose Golden Jubilee had just been 
celebrated. A small bust of Queen Victoria appears in 
the brickwork over the main entrance to the hall. 

The total cost of the site, building and furniture 
Was _ given as. £2,100, -ancluding © the... Land) for .a 
possible future church. The building was’ then 
described as a hall and reading room. The upstairs 
was a caretakers flat until the 1960s. 

We stad have the original architect’s 
specification for the work and from this can be seen 
some of the changes that have occurred. When the hall 
was built, it was connected to the main drainage but 
with no water supply. An underground rain water tank 
8 feet deep and 4'6" in diameter was built. The 
plumbing list included “a brass pump on a plank”, so 
presumably the caretaker would have to pump water up 
to the roof tank before meetings. Also included were 
stone balustrades to the parapet at the front of the 
hall and terracotta vases. These have now disappeared 
as have the iron gates to the entrance lobby, which 
were removed for munitions during the 1939-45 war. 
From a study of the construction, it seems likely 
that the stage area was either built or extended when 
the church was built in order to form the link 
through from the stage to the vestry. 

The capacity of the hall quoted in later fund- 
raising leaflets in connection with the church 
building was Hall 300 and Reading Room 100, both of 
which would certainly not satisfy a fire officer 
today. 

It was not until the church was built in 1897 that 
water was connected to the hall for the sum of 5/- 
per quarters 


Worship Begins 
A a Stewart gave his reason for establishing a 
place for Free Church worship as ‘amongst the many 
who would come here as residents and those who would 
come here as visitors there would be some like 
himself who would like something less ecclesiastical 
than the Parish Church’. 

Evidently this was true as even before the hall 
was completed in September there was a need to find a 
place for worship. Mr Stewart’s obituary in the 
Congregational Year Book of 1910 records that before 
Victoria Hall was built, rooms were hired for 
services but no record of this has been found 
locally. The first recorded service, on the first 
Sunday in August 1887 was held in a tent on the lawn 
at John Stewart’s house, as the hall was not quite 
ready. 

The hall was ready in September and immediately 
began to be used for worship. The Chronicle of 1** 
October 1887 announced an eight-day mission at the 
hall = Sundays at llam,& 6.30pm and every week day at 
7.30pm, conducted by Mr J.Bain and assisted by Mr 
John Stewart, where Sankeys popular hymns would he 
sung. 
its. problems, for the Chronicle at the weekend 
registered disquiet that bad behaviour threatened to 
spoil Bexhill as it had in other ‘seaside towns and 
recorded, that: 

‘Tt seems that several young larrikins have made a 
study during the past week of molesting girls and 
ladies on their way home from Victoria Hall with 
disgusting language and uncivilised noisedg. 

Bexhill Chronicle October 8 1887 


Sermons were often reproduced in the local paper 
and one such was an address on the unemployed by 
Rev.J.B.French of Hastings. What was unusual was a 
long -detter.,in, the next. issue of . the paper 
challenging points in the sermon and signed “One of 
Them” 

The “hall was; used. stor: other purposes } and) ;.in 
December 1887 Professor Tweedie gave a series of 
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“Scientific Lectures with demonstrations”, again 
introduced by Mr Stewart, who must have been a very 
busy man. 

The group of people who met regularly for worship 
in the hall under the leadership of John Stewart soon 
wished to form a Congregational Church. 


The formation of the Church 

bs) dir reule. ito igive.. ian: ,exaceri dates Eom ncuhe 

formation of the Bexhill Congregational Church. 
The confusion arises from the fact that although from 
the beginning in 1887 the congregation called 
themselves the Congregational Church, it was some 
years before they became part of the Congregational 
Union. 

Local minute books do not start until June 1885. 
In the front of this minute book is recorded a brief 
history of the previous years in which it is stated 
that the books relating to earlier years are “not 
just now at hand”. Nearly 100 years later, they are 
still not! 

The Congregational Year Book dates the formation 
of churches, but here the entries have varied from 
year to year. In 1898, the date was given as 1887. 
In 1906 this was changed to 1891, from 1907 to 1914 
the “date’ reverted to 1887" and: from’ 1915 to the 
present day, the date was given as 1894. Although no 
minute books exist before 1895, the Church published 
its first set of accounts in June 1888. 

Payments were received from the Sussex Home 
Missionary Society and the church is listed under 
this heading in the Year Book of 1889. By August 1889 
the members were sufficiently sure of the future to 
appeal for funds to purchase the hall and site 
instead of renting from Mr Stewart and partners as 
before. The short history in the first minute book 
records that in January 1890 “those who were deeply 
interested in the work being carried out were invited 
to subscribe to the following statement of belief”: 
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“We believe in God Almighty, our Father who gave 
his son, Jesus Christ our Lord, to live and die for 
our Salvation. We love him because he first loved us 
and we love one another as he gave us commandment. We 
desire, in love to serve one another and to lead 
those who know him not to The way, The Truth, and the 
Life”. 

Thirty-one people whose names are not recorded 
subscribed to this statement. 

On June 6™ 1895 a meeting chaired by John Stewart 
(now referred to as Rev. John Stewart) and attended 
by Rev. George Stewart (John’s brother) passed the 
following resolution - 


“That we hereby constitute ourselves the 
Congregational Church, Station Road(now London Road.) 
Bexhill”. The same meeting also adopted a set of 


rules. There were 39 members present in addition to 
the ‘two Ministers: 

However, on a subsequent meeting on June 20th 1895, 
another resolution was passed: 

‘That the intention of the first resolution passed 
at the meeting of the Church, held here on 6th June 
was formally to define and declare our terms of 
Church fellowship from that date and not in any way 
to call in question negative or cast a slight on the 
actions of the Church previous to thatdate.” 


From the foregoing, it is not difficult to see why 
different dates of formation have been recorded at 
different times. There is no doubt that worship on 
the present site started in 1887 and that date was 
taken as the formation by the members in 1937 when 
they celebrated the Jubilee of Bexhill Congregational 
Church. 
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Early Ministers 

or a while, the majority of the preachers were 

visiting ministers, but the congregation soon 
expressed a desire to have the regular services of 
one man and Mr John Stewart, who was now the Pastor 
of the Croft Congregational Church at Hastings, was 
invited and accepted. He remained until 1896. He 
resigned in 1891, 1892 and 1893 in order to give the 
members a chance to express their wishes for change. 
On each occasion he was re-elected and on the last 
occasion asked not to resign again. 

In 1890, he was joined by an assistant Rev. Edwin 
Legg of New College who moved on to Arundel in 1891 

Shortly afterwards, the fellowship invited Rev. 
J.T. Peace of Burwash to become co-pastor and he 
remained until November 1893. 

Mr Stewart was then sole pastor but was still 
principal of his school at Hastings. Tae BO Sin) an 
invitation was sent to Rev. George Stewart of 
Reading, the brother of John Stewart, to become co- 
pastor. This he accepted and came to Bexhill in April 
1995 .n April 1s96);-John Stewart, finally “resigned, 
giving as his reasons the increased demands of his 
school duties in Hastings. The Church reluctantly 
accepted his resignation and The Rev. George Stewart 
now continued as sole pastor. John had founded the 
church and remained as its leading figure for nine 
years. 


8 


A Church of Their Own 

Athough initially leasing the Victoria, Hall for 

eetings and services, the Congregation was 
working towards the purchase of the hall and the 
buiiiding ofe-a “chunch.onis the; ,adjacent) land. ; The 
records show rather rapid progress in the years 
preceding the opening of the new church. The church 
meeting of March 26°" 1896 requested John Stewart to 
secure an architect’s plan for a church adjoining 
Victoria Hall, at a cost not exceeding £5. On April 
9th, this plan was presented to the members and a 
building committee was formed. In June 4 1896, the 
building committee was instructed to “take steps 
forthwith to build a church on the site adjoining 
Victoria Hall”. 

The next reference in the records appears on June 
3°7 1897 when arrangements were made for the opening 
Services in the new church. 

The inaugural service in the new building was held 
on Wednesday 30 June 1897 and was well reported on 
the following Saturday in the Bexhill Observer which 
said: 

‘The utmost enterprise is being displayed amongst 
all classes of Christians in our prosperous seaside 


resort of Bexhill. One after another, various non- 
conformist bodies are erecting new and commodious 
places of worship. This week marks the completion of 


a Chapel for the Congregationalists who are now a 
thriving community. The new edifice which is situated 
in Station Road was opened on Wednesday afternoon 
under the most auspicious circumstances both 
meteorologically and financially” 


The sermon was preached by the Rev. B.J. Small BA. 
MSC. of Brighton and both John Stewart and George 
Stewart took part in the service. Of the Rev. George 
Stewart, the newspaper report said: 

"The Congregationalists have a pastor who has 
served them well not only as a preacher but also as 
an organiser. His sermons are characterised by a 
broad mindedness and lucidity and are always up to 
date. He has been very active in promoting the new 
Chapel scheme along with his energetic wife.” 
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The first hymn sung in the new building was ‘All 
people that on earth do dwell”. After the opening 
service, tea was served in Victoria Hall. It was 
reported that 250 people sat down to an “excellent 
repast”. Those that use the hall today will realise 
that this was no mean feat and 23 members were listed 
as having helped in some way. 

After tea, a public meeting was held in the Church 
chaired by Mr G Barratt of Hastings. Many ministers 
from the surrounding area attended both the opening 
service and the following meeting. A speech by the 
Rev. John Stewart at the public meeting provides the 
explanation for the absence of any memorial stone in 
ether’ Victoria’ Hall ormthe Church 77 fnerv speech also 
gives an insight into the character of the founder of 
the Congregational movement in Bexhill. The local 
paper reported that the Rev. John Stewart was 
cordially received and said it gave him much pleasure 
to be present. It then went on to reproduce his 
Speech. 


“There was perhaps no other object to which a 
person could devote himself with greater sense of 
Satish&action...than .in  “Erying. 20, help 4 torward..—-he 
building of a place which might last thro’ succeeding 
generations and in which be preached the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. A man who had made his thousands on the 
race track might if he chose, and it had been done, 
spend some of his winning on the erection of a place 
of worship but if they thought of the thing for a 
moment or two they would say there are the church 
buildings, and church buildings. Motive must enter 
into the question, and the putting together of stone 
and | bricks :and™ mortar :coulds not be! -the’ highest 
possible work to which a man could devote himself. 
There lay great possibilities in the future of that 
church, but as they had been reminded it depended on 
the individual lives of the persons who were going to 
use the building whether it is to be any use or not. 

They said they had built it to the Glory of God, he 
hoped they had, but whether it would be to the Glory 
of God depended on the people who used it. 

His thoughts turned back to Paul and his 
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consideration during his imprisonment in Rome, for 
the churches which had been planted all over the then 
known world. The consideration was more directed 
towards the people of the churches than the churches 
themselves, and so he, John Stewart, whilst 
interested in the building opened that day was much 
more interested in the people in it. They could not 
do much as a church unless they pulled together. They 
must have unity of spirit in order to accomplish any 
effect upon the masses outside. They must strive 
together in faith, there must be no idlers in the 
church. He was glad that there was no memorial stone 
in the building. It was a pet hobby of his not have 
one in connection with any church if he could manage 
LOOT baa 1 i, 

He was glad that there was not one there because 
the names of men got on memorial stones and he did 
not wish to see that. They had the cross at the top 
and that was all they wanted, for by the cross they 
lived The cross would testify to the world that the 
Place was built in honour of him who died upon the 
cross, and more than that, they must live in the 
spirit of that cross”. 


The New Church Building 

he newspaper report also contained a full 

description of the new building. 

“The building is not only attractive from the 
outside but equally attractive internally. Tits 
occupies a site adjoining the Victoria Hall which up 
to the present has been used as a chapel and Sunday 
school. The land on which the new building stands. is 
triangular shaped, and although it contained a large 
enough superficial area for the chapel, the formation 
of the ground rendered it a somewhat perplexing 
matter of design to arrange such a building as would 
both accommodate the number of worshippers it was 
necessary to provide for and yet meet the 
architectural wishes of the building committee. 

The committee therefore decided to invite 
competitive designs with the result that the design 
of Mr H. Ward of Hastings was accepted, and carried 
out in its entirety without any modification 
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whatever. The new building provides accommodation for 
550 seats and is arranged with a centre transept and 
two side aisles, from the north side of one of which 
a bay or wing is carried out thus utilising a wide 
part of the site in such a way as to form a feature 
in the architectural effect and at the same time fix 
large numbers of seats in close proximity to the 
pllpit.oThe.pulpitsas-placed on) ayraised plattorm at 
the West end of the chapel and there is a vestry in 
communication with the platform which is also 
arranged in such a way as to lead also by means of a 
doorway to the platform of Victoria Hall. On the 
opposite side of the chapel to the vestry is a lobby 
which forms an extra entrance to the chapel as well 
as a means of communicating with body of Victoria 
Hall. The seating for the congregation is formed to a 
e1reular | shape: vines \Suehi (ian de Wave ate e tow soleb phe 
congregation face the preacher without turning the 
body. 

The floor of the chapel is formed to a slope which 
it is thought will render the view of the minister 
more perfect than the ordinary flat floor. The roof 
of the building on the inside is all stained pitch 
pine varnished. It is an open timbered roof with five 
main large principals. The walls are plastered and 
tinted and all arch mouldings, capital enrichments 
etc. are finished in a delicate cream colour. All the 
seating is stained pitch pine and the pulpit is of a 
similar nature with walnut panels. The exterior is of 
red brick and Elliot patent stone dressings etc., 
with a green slated roof. The front has a large gable 
with five light tracery windows and carved apex. 
There is a neat little spire on the North side of the 
gable, the base of which forms one of the gallery 
entrances and staircase. The roof of the spire is 
covered with oak tiles. The windows are glazed with 
cathedral tinted glass in lead lights. The building 
is heated by the Grundy patent hot air system. The 
carved capitals of the aisles and all the external 
carving has been executed in splendid style by 
Mr,G.Roselieu of London. The gas fittings are 
supplied by Mr. French of Bexhill while Mr. P. 
Jenkins of St.Leonards has carried out the building 
works under the direction of the architect Mr. Ward. 
The whole structure is a credit to the ingenuity of 
Mr Ward and the skill of Mr Jenkins and his men. 
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It may be stated that a fine organ has already 
found a place inside this beautiful chapel. 

The instrument is a two manual one with 22 stops 
and it has an excellent tone. It was purchased from 
Messrs Hill and Sons, the well known organ builders 
of London at a cost of £200.Under the capable 
manipulation of Mr Cunningham, the organist,the new 
instrument was heard to advantage on Wednesday 
afternoon and evening.” 

Bexhill Observer Sat July3 1897 


The organ came originally from a church in Dover 
and it was a gift to the church from the family of Mr 
Williams. He had arranged for the purchase of the 
organ but unfortunately died before it was installed. 
A plaque commemorating this gift was found in the 
church some years ago. 

The statement that the church was built exactly as 
planned is not quite true. The original architect’s 
drawing shows the tower with tapering sides but it 
was built with parallel sides. 
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Financial Matters 
etd fire the church members were in the unusual 
position of renting their place of worship, 
Victoria Hall, from their minister and his partners. 
They set out to raise funds to build the church and 
buy the hall. 
In 1896 the costs were given as: 


Proposed Church £1800 


Hall, Reading room,Caretakers Flat £1700 


Furniture of small hall inc. American £100 
Organ 


Site for Church & Hall £300 


Total £3900 


By the time the building was opened the cost had 
risen to £4000, but £2000 had been raised plus a loan 
of £500 from the English Congregational Chapel 
Building Society. 

These figures sem small today but they need 
relating to other costs at the time. At the same week 
as the church was opened, the local paper carried an 
advert for a cook at£20 per annum. Using historic 
cost of living indices the£4000 cost in 1897 equals 
£200,000 in 1996. To finance the debt which was 
around £1500 (or £75,000 in 1996 money) the church 
was mortgaged to Lloyds Bank at 4% interest in 1897. 
In 1901 the Rev. George Stewart undertook to”devote 
some days to interviewing friends of 
Congregationalism with a view to reducing this 
debt”. He appears to have had some success as by 
December the debt was reduced to £1220. 

In 1902,concerned with rising interest rates, the 
finance committee paid off Lloyds Bank and raised a 
private mortgage with MissesEdwards of Eastbourne. 
By 1909 the debt was down tof£600. 

Later ministers also devoted time to reducing the 
debt. In 1913 Rev. Osborne started a fund called the 
Hundred Thousand Penny Fund the proceeds of which 
were to be shared between reducing the debt and the 
Sussex Home Mission. 

By this means and interest free loans from members 
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the total was raised. On April 30 1913 Mr. Giller 
reported (Co the; deacons, that the. mortgage. had .been 
paid off and the deeds were now in the possession of 
the church. So now 26 years after the: erection of the 
first building, the members owned their church and 
hall. 

A Thanksgiving service was held in April at which 
the preacher was H.Lovell, Chairman of the Sussex 
County Congregational Union. 


Church Life in The Early 1900’s 

he church continued to prosper and in 1903/1904 a 

growth of 31 members was noted. In 1902 Rev. 
George Stewart retired after 50 years in the 
ministry. In June 1902 he preached his last sermon on 
what should have been Coronation Sunday but for the 
sudden illness of King Edward VII with appendicitis. 

In 1903 Rev. J.Hume from Carlisle accepted the 
call to the church but had to give up in 1904 due to 
ill health. 

ine LOW Reve Owen. bvans: (Cane from. Bradrord 
bringing it was noted “a typical Welsh eloquence to 
the pulpit“ 

The...paper,...reporting, his first. sermon. noted )that 
he did not wear clerical clothes. 

At the 1906 annual church meeting attended by 80 
members) he gave ‘che church’ a motto for che yearn: 

In the beginning God, we must be ready to give God 
the first place. Let him be with us in all our 
beginnings. Let his be the first place in our daily 
life, the first. place in all our. spiritual. effort, 
the first place in all. lJife,,no success was worth 
having except on these lines. 


At the same meeting reports were received from 
organisations including the Band of Hope and the 
Young Peoples Union. 

In 1908 the church meeting decided to start a 
Temperance movement but this was later abandoned due 
to a poor response by the other free churches and the 
Church of England. 
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The choir served the musical needs of the church 
and was only mentioned when problems arose. At that 
time the organ required manual pumping but evidently 
the organ blower did not attend regularly and in i905 
Mr.Candler was authorised to’offer Jago,the organ 
blower, an extra £1 per annum on the understanding 
that he attend without fail the services during the 
once a week evening practices”. 

Also in that year the choir hoped to acquire the 
services of a choir master but the Church felt unable 
to afford the £20 per annum he required. They did 
however raise the organist fee to £5 p.a. 


The Rev. Evans left in 1910 and the Church was 
without a minister until Rev.Joseph Osborne came from 
Eastbourne in 1912.At that time it appeared easier to 
fill vacancies than today as at one deacon’s meeting 
it was noted that “Sundry letters from ministers 
willing to accept the pastorate were read.” 

In 1912 the church meeting discussed the important 
step of including women as deacons. After much 
discussion the November meeting passed the following 
resolution: 

The deaconate shall consist of not more than three 
elders or life deacons, who shall be appointed by the 
church on the recommendation of the deaconate, and 
also of eight church members over 21 years of age, of 
these not less than six shall be men. Four members of 
the deaconate shall retire annually, but shall be 
eligible for re-election. 


Also in 1912 there was an indication that the 

local churches did not work together with the same 
accord as today. The secretary was instructed to 
Writexijtouy the “Salvation ,..Army. .to. askvecothem isto 
discontinue playing in the vicinity of the church on 
Sunday evenings. He was also asked to write to the 
Police Superintendent asking that ‘constables should 
endeavour to stop children climbing the church 
fence” 
Sunday trading caused controversy then as it does 
today. In 1913 a Mr.Stonham applied for membership to 
which the deacons objected as he opened his premises 
for the purpose of trade on Sundays. 
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This was referred to the minister and Mr.Stonham 
agreed to postpone his membership application but 
continue to worship at the chapel. 

In addition to the usual Sunday services mid week 
services were held on Thursday evenings, evidently 
with varying success. Sometimes good attendance was 
reported whilst at other times an appeal was made to 
members to give these service more support. 


Victoria Hall and the Community 

vite today the two halls were used by the local 

community as well as Church members. The various 
uses are not recorded except where a letting was 
referred to the deacons for advice. In some instances 
the reasons were given, other times only the 
decisions recorded. 
Those turned down included: 

1902 A pigeon show (reason, it would include cats 
and dogs) 

1905 Miss Schofield use forMIXED dancing classes. 

(The underlining as in the original minute) 

1906 The Snow Flake Minstrels 

1909 Use for Roller Skating 
In 1901 Miss Woolcroft hired the hall for gymnasium 
classes and Mr. Candler was asked to check whether 
swing ropes through the ceiling would damage the 
buisieing. "In -1902" the “hall? was’ "first? used’ fer 
badminton at 5/- per hour. 

Other Churches in the town without their own 
premises used the hall and in 1901 it was used by 
both the Salvation Army and theWesleyans. 

In 1906 it was agreed that the Bexhill Brotherhood 
could use the kitchen for six nights provided that it 

was cleaned and well ventilated after use on 

Saturday night. The men were evidently first here as 
it was not until 1909 that use for the Bexhill 
Sisterhood was recorded. 
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The First World War Period 

uring this time local newspapers reported more on 

war subjects than church activities. The war soon 
started to have an effect on the church and in 
October 1914 the 9°" Sussex Regiment were given the 
use of the hall for recreational purposes. By 1917 
the military had taken over both halls full time ata 
rent of £1 per week. They were used by the Canadian 
forces who had established a Trench Warfare Training 
School in the town. When the army left they offered 
£34, “tol woven osbhewn cost.) ob «damages, DuUbetTa meer 
negotiations the church obtained a settlement of 
£30. 

Despite these difficulties church life flourished 
and in Jan 1915 the membership was 123.In 1915 the 
Sunday School reported 105 scholars with an average 
morning attendance of 47 and afternoon of 74. 

It was the custom at that time to hold an annual 
meeting where reports were received from each 
organisation. The 1916 meeting included reports from: 
The League of Young Worshippers,37 members 
¢ The Band of Hope,40 members. 

*... Choma. 

e Ladies Working Party. 

e Sunday School. 

* Non church organisations supported by the church: 
-Brotherhood 
-Sisterhood 

Also in 1916 the Church agreed to let Rev. Osborne 
respond to <a cablijby ithe: WMCA «for/ assistance: : in 
ministering to the troops in France for three months. 

Rev. Tinling agreed to preach for the period, for 
the same fee as the YMCA paid, in order that there 
was no financial burden on the Church. Earlier the 
minister had conducted Sunday worship for the troops 
at Cooden Camp and when he had difficulties getting 
there, the church shared the cost of a taxi with the 
Wesleyans at cost of 4/-per week. 

Rev. Osborne had strong views on the ‘drinks 
trade’and when he preached a sermon on the subject in 
1918 a Mr. Stowell resigned from membership ‘being 
financially interested in the drinks trade”. 
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The Inter War Years 

he period between the two wars was spanned by the 

ministry of Rev.Joseph Osborne who served from 
LOU2b ico V9S9 “heng. tsexnvircel. was net: 7 thes /sele 
prerogative of the minister however. Aig gwiened Ws dks 
Mr.Giller was congratulated on 50 years in Sunday 
School work and in 1931 Mr.& Mrs.Greed completed 30 
years as caretakers. 

A regular income rather than sporadic giving is 
always beneficial to the smooth running of the church 
finances. Prior to 1931 this was achieved by a 
system of pew rents, where members paid a regular 
amount for a reserved pew marked with their name. In 
193% ;-av-change » was: made) tothe * presenti system /of 
weekly offerings using the envelope system, and the 
reserving of pews abandoned. 

Perhaps one source of income is missed today as 
tniy dos. charges were set for the use of kitchen 
equipment: 

e 3d per dozen cups and saucers 
e® 1/-Tea urn 


® 6d each tea cloth 

From time to time the minutes show the concern 
of members for life in the town. 

In 1931 Rev. Osborne formed an Unemployed Men’s 
Ehub;: 

As in earlier years they were concerned with 
the “drinks trade” and in 1936 there was a good deal 
of discussion on how best to oppose the granting of 
a licence to the De La Warr Pavilion. 

Regular requests were received from many 
organisations seeking financial help, some being 
accepted and others rejected. 

One rejected in 1926 was a request for help in 
purchasing equipment for the Workhouse, as members 
thought that this should be funded from the rates. 

Other subjects recorded have a more familiar 
ring today. In 1931 a paper was presented to the 
members on Church unity and the minister gave his 
view “that after 20 years of talking it was time for 
some positive action” 
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In 1931 it was decided to spend £100 on an 
electric blower for the organ to solve the problem of 
the irregular attendance of the organ blower. However 
this substituted one problem for another as the new 
motor caused interference to neighbours wireless 
reception and the Post Office had to be called in to 
solve the problem. 

Various organisations within the church are 
mentioned briefly in the records. The purpose of some 
groups is obvious from the name but others leave one 
guessing. 

Two, suchi;were thes Peter’ Pan Club. in’) 1929. and 
the Camp Fire Girls in 1933.In contrast the Women’s 
Guild of Service had 40 members in 1938 and still 
flourishes today. 

Some did not get past the planning stage, and a 
resolve im 1921 veoxrtormiya iBoy. scout) Group {didnot 
materialise until many years later. 

Sunday School outings were popular in this 
period, and requests were often received from inland 
churches to use Victoria Hall if the weather was bad 
for their day at the seaside. 

In 1937 the Silver Jubilee of Bexhill 
Congregational Church 1887-1937 was celebrated, with 
a special service and a tea in Victoria Hall. 

At that time it was obviously considered that 
the formation of the Church dated from the time 
people first met for worship in Victoria Hall. 

A sign of problems to come was given in 1938 in 
a letter from the local authority. It warned that in 
the event of war up to 11,000 refugees might arrive 
in Bexhill and Victoria Hall would be required to 
help house them. 
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In 1939 Rev Osborne announced his intention to 
retire after 27 years ministry in Bexhill. One 
tribute to his work came in the form of an inviation 
from the Vicar of St. Barnabus Church to preach there 
This he did in February of that year. Today this 
would invoke little comment,but then a Jletter 
appeared in the local paper from one who signed 
himself Vigitalius. He accused the Vicar of breaking 
the law by allowing a “dissenting minister” to preach 
from a Church of England pulpit. This provoked other 
letters including one from the Vicar himself saying 
that he had obtained the Bishop’s permission and he 
therefore considered it in order. 

Another tribute came when the Bexhill Mayor and 
Corporation attended Sunday morning service in March, 
having marched in procession from the Town Hall 
complete with mace which was placed on the communion 
table during the service. 

Rev Osborne’s final service in Bexhill was on 
Wednesday 1 Wega April 1939.This was attended by many 
other local church ministers and his own members 
presented him with a cheque and a gold watch for his 
wife. 

A small brass plate in his memory is fixed in 
the front of the church communion table 
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The Second World War 

hen war commenced in 1939 the Church was without a 

minister. The new minister Rev. Latimer Thomas 
arrived in Bexhill at the end of 1939 and commenced 
his ministry on January 17™ 1940. His induction 
service was attended by the Welsh Moderator, Rev. 
Gwilyn Rees M.A. and the Moderator of the Southern 
Province Rev.F.W.Wheeler DSO. 

The usual afternoon tea was presided over by 
Alderman A.H.Davies who was a church member. 

Evacuees started to arrive in Bexhill, although 
not in the numbers anticipated in 1938. For a while 
the Church benefited from these new arrivals and felt 
able to contribute to a fund to help churches whose 
numbers were depleted by the war. 

This changed quickly in 1940 when the German 
Army invaded France and the Low Countries. The 
government now considered an attempt to invade 
England likely 

Accordingly all non-essential people were 
evacuated from the coastal zone. The population of 
Bexhill fell dramatically and congregations dropped 
accordingly. 

At that time each Congregational Church was 
responsible for paying its own minister and with 
depleted numbers the deacons considered the Church 
could not meet the cost of the minister’s salary. By 
mutual agreement Rev. Osborne left at the end of 1940 
to take up a temporary pastorate at Barmouth in North 
Wales. 

At one of the last deacon’s meetings before he 
moved the effect of the war moved nearer. The meeting 
had to be moved to Western Road due to an unexploded 
bomb near the church. 

A merger with the Presbyterian Church(now St. 
Georges)was considered but the Church managed to 
carry on with the help of visiting ministers. One of 
the. . chie& . supporters is «this 2. period ..was a 
Rev.Anderson. 

Consideration had to be given to the procedure 
to be followed if an air raid warning were to be 
received during a service. It was decided to continue 
the service in Victoria Hall where mesh had been 
provided over the windows. 
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After a time all services were held in the hall 
and it was not until 1942 that regular services in 
the, church: were 7 resumed . 

Even before the war problems with running the 
afternoon Sunday School had been noted due to a lack 
of pupils and teachers. 

In the autumn of 1939 Junior Church was formed 
with the children attending the first part of the 
morning service and then leaving for their own 
meeting in the hall, a pattern still followed today. 

Lt. started .warth 233 .names. on. jthe- roll, but by 
the Summer of 1940 both the Sunday School and the 
Junior Church were discontinued due to falling 
numbers. 

In March 1942 Sunday School was resumed with 48 
children and 11 teachers but by October it was closed 
due to lack of support. The meeting that made this 
decision recorded the hope that it could be re- 
started at a future date. 

Although in the middle of a war members 
considered standards should be maintained and the 
church meeting of July 1942 recorded that 

The question of ladies wearing hats in church 

was discussed and after considerable discussion the 
following resolution was passed. 
“The Church meeting recognises that since we are a 
Congregational Church those attending divine services 
are free to do so in unconventional attire if they 
feel by so doing it makes worship more helpful to 
them. But in view of the fact that many members find 
it hinders their worship to see other worshippers so 
attired it is hereby resolved that any person taking 
part in the conduct of a service should be requested 
to wear conventional dress.” 

Note; Present day worshippers need not fear 
contravening this resolution as it was formally 
rescinded in November 1945. 

The practice of holding annual church meetings 
continued and these were often reported at length in 
the local press. Local affairs were often discussed 
and in 1941 when the Ministry of Information started 
showing films on Sunday mornings the secretary was 
asked to write to the authorities expressing the 
church disapproval. 
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Confidence in the future showed both locally 
and nationally. By 1942 over 90 Congregational 
churches had been destroyed by enemy action. A fund 
was started to help rebuild these after war and the 
local church was asked to help towards the target of 
£500,000. 


Locally an architect was engaged to consider post war 


alterations including possible re-siting of pulpit 
and organ. 
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Post War Years 
hurch life continued and various renovations to 
the premises were carried out including complete 
fe-récring © of! the church ay “se cost on £770. 
Organisations flourished, some like the Women’s Guild 
destined ° “to. continue to present” "day, others 
discontinued due to lack of support. 

For a time there were attached to the Church:- 
Cubs, Scouts and Guides and later a Girls Brigade and 
a Young Wives Club. 

The Junior Church was strong and in 1950 had 63 
members and also boasted its own choir. 

As in earlier years the name of some groups did 
not immediately convey their purpose. Two such were 
CAYLIC and the In-Betweens. 

CAYLIC’ (Uransiated' tne to *the "surprising (‘title oF 
Congregational As You Like It Club formed by young 
people to meet for social activities. 

The In-Betweens was later formed by some of the same 
people who found themselves too old for junior groups 
but considered themselves too young to join 
organisations catering mainly for retired people. 

In 1946 the Bexhill Council of Churches (now 
re-named Churches Together in Bexhill)was formed and 
the Church joined and has always been a strong 
supporter. 

The Council organised beach services and later 
evening hymn singing services. These developed into 
the regular community hymn singing on the De La Warr 
Pavilion terrace on Sunday evenings during the 
summer. 

Closer links between churches at national were also 
being discussed and in 1948 local records contain the 
first mention of a possible merger between the 
Congregational and Presbyterian Churches. 

Reminders of the war years still occurred when 
the Church received £185 towards the cost of repairs 
needed due enemy action,and as late as 1952 the Food 
Office used Victoria Hall for the issue of ration 
books. 

In 1953 the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth was 
celebrated by special services on Sunday morning and 
evening. The Sunday School Union also organised a 
Coronation tea in Victoria Hall. 
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Also in 1953 Rev. Latimer Thomas who had lead 
the Church during the war years announced his 
resignation,as he considered that after 14 years “a 
new voice in the pulpit was required”.He left at the 
end of the year and was presented with a leaving gift 
at the Church Christmas party. 

The Church now had to consider what terms would 

be offered to a prospective minister as at that time 
each Church was responsible for its own ministers 
salary. It was decided that it would be necessary to 
purchase a manse, instead of using rented 
accommodation as before. 
The funds to purchase a manse were quickly found, 
mainly through interest free loans from members and 
in March 1954 the Church bought it’s first manse in 
Mitten Road 

Rev.Norman M Garnett accepted the call from the 
Church, and. hiss 1nduction iservace ) Cook” place, on 
September 1°° 1954. It is recorded that the Church 
considered it self lucky to obtain the services of 
such a gifted man who had considerably increased the 
membership of his previous church inSanderstead. 

However his stay in Bexhill was short as in 
1956 he accepted a call to a church in Crawley and 
left at the end of that, year. 

A new minister was quickly found when the Rev. 
Gwyn Filby from Liverpool came to Bexhill and 
commenced his ministry here on January 16 1957. 

He soon became involved with the life of the town as 
well as his own church. 

Amongst the offices he held were Chairman of Bexhill 
Council of Churches,Chaplain to Bexhill Hospital and 
Chairman of the Governors of the Downs County School 
for Boys. 

During his ministry extensive alterations were 
made to Victoria Hall and the church interior. These 
are detailed in the chapter on the building. 

It is interesting to note the progress made in 
the ministers form of transport. Earlier ministers 
had relied on bicycle or public transport. The church 
provided Rev Filby with aVespa scooter, later 
replaced with a three wheeler, :and later still with a 
“proper car with four wheels”. 
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During this ministry the Sunday morning service 
reached a wider audience than before or since. On 
Sunday November 24" 1963 the morning service was 
broadcast by Southern Television, which covered an 
area from Dorset to Kent. During this service, Rev. 
Filby offered a prayer of. remembrance, for, President 
Kennedy who had been assassinated on the previous 
day. 

Some time before this broadcast Mr Filby 
decided he would like to see the choir wear robes. He 
managed to persuade them to do so but not without 
some opposition. The choir was about 20 strong at 
that. time and one or. two members left. rather than 
wear robes. 

Im, b965) Rew) Faloy rere to) take: up apes. dia 
Brighton. In July a meeting to say farewell to him 
was attended many of the ministers from other 
churches’in the town. 

In addition to receiving a cheque from the church the 
Junior Church presented him with separate gift as.a 
token of their affection. A measure of the esteem for 
him outside his own church was shown by separate 
gifts from the Downs Boys School and Father Morgan of 
St Mary's Magdalen Church. Responding to this last 
gift Mr Filby remarked that ‘it was probably the 
first time a Roman Catholic priest had made a 
presentation to a Free Church minister” 
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A New Name 
he next minister to accept the call to Bexhill was 
Rev Richard C.Wood M.A.,F.R.A.S.and he was 
inducted on February 10 1966. During his time here 
more changes were made. 

The first was a change of manse as the existing 
one was not large enough for his family The house in 
Mitten Road was sold and a larger property purchased 
in Southerland Avenue. 

The next change was more major as in 1972 after 
many years of discussion the Congregational and 
Presbyterian churches united to form the United 
Reformed Church. Each local church now had to decide 
whether to join this union or remain independent. In 
Bexhill the Congregational and Presbyterian churches 
both voted to become part of the United Reformed 
Church. It was now necessary to give the two U.R.C. 
Churches separate names. The Presbyterians chose 
St.George’s and the Congregationalists chose St. 
John’s, the alternative of Emmanuel receiving little 
support. The previously named deacons now became 
elders under the new organisation. 

Before coming to Bexhill, Dick Wood,as he was 
generally known, was involved in the work of the 
Overseas Missionary Society at TEts London 
Headquarters and with the Ministry of Reconciliation 
in France and Germany. He continued this outreach 
work here with appointments including Chaplain to 
Northeye prison, Chaplain to Bexhill Hospital and 
Chairman of the Bexhill Council of Churches. In this 
last post he took an active part in starting the 
popular Lent lectures. 

Unfortunately his work in Bexhill was cut short 
by his tragic death in July 1974. 

Until a new minister could be found 

Rev Eleanor Shakeshaft filled the gap as 
interim moderator. 


28 


The First Induction to St John’s 

he Rev Colin R Garwood B.D.from Southend accepted 

the call and was the first minister inducted to St 
John’s United Reformed Church Bexhill. His induction 
took place on Saturday 12" April 1975.The Moderator 
of the Southern Province, Rev Vernon Lewis presided. 
Other ministers taking part were Rev Richard 
Tucker,Rev Norman Birnie, Rev Tom Tyler and Rev 
Howard Stanley. The service was attended by members 
of .Colin’s old Church at Southend and. also by the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Southend. 

Before he died the previous minister Richard 
Wood had purchased the manse property from _ the 
Church. A new manse was therefore required for Rev 
Garwood, his wife Betty and their two daughters Mary 
and Gillian. 

A suitable property was purchased at 7 Walton Park 
and given the name of St John’s House. 

As with previous ministers Colin entered into 
the life of the town as well as serving the needs of 
St John’s. He served as Chaplain to the RAFA(Royal 
Air Force Association),Chaplain to the Bexhill 
Carnival Committee, Governor of Bexhill High School 
and Chairman of the Bexhill Council of Churches. 

in this (last? post. ne, book an vactive, park. dn. che 
Summer open air Hymn singing on the terrace of the De 
Le Warr Pavilion.He was the conductor in 1984 when 
Bexhill was chosen by the BBC to appear on the Sunday 
programme Songs of Praise. The final rehearsal took 
place on the 26 of July and the programme was 
broadcast on the 4" of August. 

There were a number of rehearsals. and people 
were asked to wear the same clothes and sit in the 
same place each time so that footage could be used 
from each session. 

During this ministry growing concern was 
expressed about the fabric of the church building. 
Various options were discussed ranging from 
demolishing and starting again, to patching up and 
waiting to see if future church amalgamations would 
solve the problem. An architect was engaged to draw 
up a schedule of options. The plans produced 
envisaged work in a number of stages, one of which 
would have involved demolishing the small hall and 
the rooms above it. 
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Eventually a more modest scheme was accepted of 
extensive renovation and a improvement to the 
kitchen, detailed in the separate section on the 
building. 

Prior to 1991 a Registrar had to be present 
when a wedding was conducted at the Church in order 
to complete the necessary paperwork. After that the 
Minister was licensed to carry out marriages and 
complete registration himself. 

When thieves broke into the building they 
attempted to remove the steel box containing the 
marriage records but found it to heavy. When dealing 
with the police Rev Garwood said the box was not 
important as it only contained papers. The police 
replied “not so, a book of blank marriage licenses, 
on the black market, may be the most valuable thing 
you have.” 

As in earlier years new ventures were started 
and old ones closed. In 1982 an annual Bargain Fair 
was started, held in November. It produced a welcome 
addition to the funds, but has not found enough 
Support’ to ‘continue “to” the” present ‘day. tn* 1985 "a 
drama group was started for young people and proved 
very popular. In 1984 the Luncheon Club which 
provided a weekly meal for people living on their own 
closed through lack of sufficient helpers. 

However other ventures flourished, a monthly 
Mini Market was started in 1985 to help raise funds 
for the building work and continues to the present 
day. 

A new venture was also started in the church 
services. Some older members who wished to take Holy 
Communion found the Sunday morning services too long 
and therefore a monthly mid week shortened service 
was started to cater for them 

What was probably another first came in May 
1989 when church member Reginald Thomas Charles 
M.A.,M.Th. was ordained at a service in the church 
conducted by the Moderator of the Southern Province 
Rev David Helyar M.A. At the same Reg, as he was 
usually known, was inducted to be assistant minister 
at St John’s, a post he continued until 1994. 
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The Building Changes 


t a first glance the building looks much the same 
as when it was erected, but many changes have 
taken splace : 

When Victoria Hall was built in 1887 the 
windows on the east side, looked out onto what was 
then Station Road. (now London Road) When the church 
was added in 1897 these windows were blanked off 

Soon after the church was built it was decided 
to alter the position of the choir pews so that they 
faced more towards the congregation, and this was 
done in 1905. Originally there were pews on either 
side of the pulpit and in the apse and these were 
removed to give more clear space. More recently pews 
have been removed from behind the organ console to 
form an area of comfortable seating known as 
SP grams, Comment. 

The illumination changed in 1907 when electric 
lighting was first installed at a cost of £39-5-0. At 
the time some members considered this an unnecessary 
expense, but opposition was lessened when Mrs Waller 
OfbLereds to ;mecei£30,of (uheacos.ts. 

The balcony has also changed and in 1927 it was 
decided to remove the pews and use the area as a 
church parlour. It is not clear how this was achieved 
with a stepped floor but early in the second World 
War the floor was levelled to make a useable room. It 
was curtained off from the rest of the church and 
used for meetings. 

After the war the floor was restored to its 
original form and pews installed, purchased second 
hand from a church in London, leaving the balcony as 
it is today. Originally a second staircase from the 
balcony lead out to Victoria Road but it was removed 
in 1986 having been disused for some years. 

During the ministry of Rev.Gwyn Filby the 
interior underwent the most significant change since 
its opening. The original pulpit was very large and 
the organist sat at the rear directly operating the 
organ controls. The organ control was moved to a 
remote consul and the new pulpit and screen erected, 
which were dedicated at a special service in 1963. 
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MVsor yin the LOSS tates te yng (archi tece 
suggested that the interior effect would be improved 
by removing the two windows high up behind the organ. 
This advice was taken and the windows blocked off 
inside although the original frames can still be seen 
in the outside wall. 

In; “E969n" thew, exterior? ‘olus, the bullding. “wae 
considerably altered by the removal of the wooden 
spire on the. Northeast corner. “It "was: found \to" be 
badly rotted and beyond economic repair. However its 
removal required the permission of the local 
authority and this was only given after their 
officials inspected it and agreed with the Church 
that repair was not feasible 

The original vestibule was often criticised as 
it was too small and plans were drawn during the 
1960s to extend outwards towards the road, similar to 
the Methodist Church inSackville Road. These were 
never carried out, probably due to cost, and in 1987 
a simpler scheme was devised and carried out by a 
local builder and church member “Hop’Bignell. Two 
pews (Wwenenremoved and *the Glass. "screen moved, to ats 
present position.At the same time a small toilet was 
added at the foot of the balcony stairs. 

Victoria Hall facilities have also been 
improved over the years. The original toilet and 
kitchen were very cramped and in 1954 better toilets 
and a new kitchen were provided by building out into 
the small yard. 

When the hall was built, the first floor 
accommodation was used as living quarters for a 
resident caretaker. It was used as such until the 
retirement of the last resident caretakers. 

Mr.Midmer was the fabric steward for many years 
and after his death his widow wished to provide some 
improvement to the building in his memory. The scheme 
chosen in 1965 was to transform the living quarters 
of the old flat into what is now called the 
Fellowship Room. Later the bathroom of the flat was 
converted into two additional toilets. 


In 1986 a programme of renovations and 
alterations were initiated. The old solid front doors 
were changed for the present ones with glass panels. 
These were greeted with mixed opinions, some members 
approved and others expressed a strong dislike. 

Arayeonp! ete new. gas central heating was 
installed which improved comfort levels in both the 
Church and the hall. The new boiler was installed in 
what had been called the Créche, and the old boiler 
room converted to a small .-workshop for church 
maintenance. 

Although the kitchen was improved in the 1950s, 
with increasing hygiene standards of the 1980s it 
began to look dated. 

By building further into the yard the kitchen 
was enlarged and improved and ae toilet with 
wheelchair access provided for the first time. A ramp 
was also added between the hall and the church to 
allow wheelchair access to the church 
Periodically URC headquarters arrange for an 
architect to survey the building to draw up a 
schedule of necessary repairs. Their opinions vary, 
one suggested that demolishing and starting again 
would be the best plan and the next said the Church 
would be mad to consider this course of action. 
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After the retirement of Rev Garwood there was quite a 
long interregnum before a new minister could be 
inducted. The interim moderator appointed was Rev. 
Ron Talmey a retired minister from Polegate, ably 
supported by his wife Evelyn. 

Before a new minister could be invited a 
process, asi “scoping”. had. tobe -considered.) When .a 
vacancy occurs the Province of the URC has to decide 
whether there are sufficient financial and manpower 
resources. to fill the vacancy, or whether the church 
must join a shared ministry. In the event it was 
decided that St John’s could have the exclusive 
services of a minister, for the present. 

Although ministers are now paid centrally each church 
is still able to choose its own, from those seeking a 
change. 

Eventually Rev Edward W. Symmons, from Andover 
accepted the call from St John’s. He moved to Bexhill 
with his wife Jean and his two daughters Mary and 
Ruth. in the Spring of 1994 and was inducted on April 
23°" .of ‘that year. 

As before a new minister brought some changes, 
and Edward introduced the Ministry of Healing, with 
services which included the laying on of hands. In 
this he was assisted by a retired church member, Rev 
Leslie Fidgen. 

Soon before Rev Symmons came to Bexhill the 
Church had started two new ventures and Edward gave 
both of these his support. First came an annual 
Holiday Club in the school Summer break, for children 
aged 5-11 years. From this came a desire to keep in 
touch with some of the children and a weekly after 
school club was started called the Lighthouse Club, 
which) still continues. 

Another local outreach to which Edward gave his 
enthusiastic support was the link with St.Jude’s 
Refuge. For some years St John’s had given the refuge 
support, especially by donating presents at the 
annual Toy Service held just before Christmas. To 
this Edward added a support group of himself and 
other, manisters, who meet regularly with the 
management of the refuge for discussion and prayer. 
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Another welcome change was the revival of the 
Luncheon Club, previously abandoned for lack of 
helpers ,although at present only once a month. 

Evening services have also changed as it was 
found that attendance was declining. Regular Sunday 
evening services have been discontinued in favour of 
special services on occasion. 

Each month St John’s combines with St George’s for a 
united service held alternately at each church. 
Also evening praise services are held, of hymns and 
readings, often conducted by church members. 

Music is provided by members, including some from the 
Junior Church, with various instruments. 

As this book is written the Church is preparing 
to celebrate the Centenary of worship in the Church 
building, although those pioneers who started the 
process in Victoria Hall 110 years should not be 
forgotten. 
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Ministers 


Rev. John Stewane 

Rev. George stewart 
Rev.James Hume 

Rev. E. Owen Evans 

Rev. Joseph OsborneM.A. 
Rev. Latimer Thomas M.A. 
Rev. Norman Garnett 

Rev. Ps Gwyn Eviby B.D. 
Rev. Richard C. WoodM.A. F.R.A.S. 
Rev. Colin R. GarwoodB.D. 
Rev. Edward W. Symmons 


Assistant Ministers 
Rev Edwin Legg 


Rev J.T. Peace 


Rev Rel. Charles Be Daun : 
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